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July, 2021 Work Report 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,


We have been inundated with cool and rainy weather this past month in Western Australia. 
Depending on who you ask, either there has been more rain here than any other July in 25 
years or over 60 years! I couldn’t be bothered to actually look it up, but needless to say, it’s 
been wet.


I’d like to do something a bit different in this month’s report. Instead of talking about the 
activities we’ve been participating in, I want to discuss the urgent need for optimism in the 
church. Recently, I have had a number of conversations with some Christians who have 
nothing but despair and pessimism about the future of the Kingdom. They are convinced that 
no one is interested in the gospel, no one will “tolerate” some of our practices like the use of 
one shared cup in the Lord’s Supper, and no one even really believes in God anymore.


I believe this kind of thinking is dangerous, pernicious, and anti-Biblical. It’s dangerous 
because it closes our eyes to the actually possibilities that may be right in front of us if we only 
had eyes to see. It’s pernicious because it will slowly consume us, making us entirely apathetic 
to doing the work Christ has assigned us. And it is anti-Biblical. Read the Kingdom parables in 
Matthew 13 and bask in the power of the Kingdom which spreads and grows. The book of 
Acts is open-ended. It has no formal conclusion, because when Luke wrote it, the work was 
still continuing. 


It is true that many of our old evangelistic methods may not be effective anymore, but that’s 
because our communities are changing. Gospel meetings, correspondence courses, and the 
like are designed to convert people from the denominations, not people who are entirely 
unchurched. We need to think seriously about our approach and try new, creative ways to find 
people and reach them where they are with the timeless, saving power of Christ. I certainly 
don’t have any silver bullets, but brainstorming is the conversation we need to be having, not 
wallowing in self-pity and despair. 


Let us recommit ourselves to the work of Christ’s Kingdom so that the prayer Jesus taught us 
may be fulfilled: “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 
6:10).


We love you all, Shahe
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